Leprosy: A Great Mimicking Disease.
Leprosy may mask a variety of diseases. One such disease is systemic lupus erythematosus. The early differentiation between the two diseases is of utmost importance to institute appropriate treatment and reduce patient morbidity and mortality. Leprosy is a communicable, chronic granulomatous disease caused by Mycobacterium leprae. This clinically manifests predominantly with neurological and cutaneous features. However, it may also manifest with a variety of autoimmune phenomena indicative of autoimmune diseases, such as Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (SLE) or Rheumatoid Arthritis. Infection with Mycobocterium leprae not only mimics lupus flares, but possibly may also act as a trigger for lupus reactivation; however, its relationship is still not fully understood and explored. We report a case that was diagnosed as leprosy but retrospective analysis revealed that it was probablythe initial manifestations of Lupus. During hospitalization the patient suddenly developed hypoxia and was found to have pulmonary haemorrhage. He was successfully managed with steroids, Mycophenolatemofetil along with other supportive treatment. Our case highlights the rare presentation of pulmonary haemorrhage in a male lupus patient and focuses on leprosy mimicking lupus.